Immersion heaters

the Environment Centre (tec)

Hot water tanks can have one or two electric immersion heater elements.
When to use your immersion heaters depends on what type of heating
system you have, and what electricity tariff you are on.

and your hot water tank has two immersion
elements (as pictured), you are likely to be on a
Time of Use' tariff like Economy 7.

I Example 1: If your home has storage heaters

.
If the bottom element is switched ‘ON’, it will
turn on automatically at night and heat your

water using cheaper overnight electricity.
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The top element (often called a ‘Boost’ switch)
- provides extra hot water during the day, but

— . uses more expensive daytime electricity. Make
sure this isn't left on when you don't need it.

Example 2: If your home has electric heating (other than storage heaters)
and your hot water tank has just one immersion element, you're likely to be
on a single-rate tariff. You might have a timer to control how long the
immersion is on, or will need to switch it on and off manually.

Example 3: If you have gas central heating and a hot water tank, your tank
might have a back-up immersion element. While you can use this for extra
hot water if you need to, it will be more expensive than allowing the gas
boiler to heat up the tank.

To keep water in your hot water tank hotter for longer, add extra
insulation like a hot water tank jacket or old duvet.

For more ideas to keep heat in, visit www.environmentcentre.com/diy

Worried about staying warm at home? Contact the Environment
Centre (tEC) on 0800 804 8601 or enquiries@environmentcentre.com.




